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Rav what's the Rear of f& many rad Laws 

which were given t) the children of Yrael ; 
particularly tho > tindin Deur.22.¢. The 
woman (hall net wear that which pertain. 
ethto a man, metthy (hall a man wear a 
syemans garment, ard v.c. Thow (halt not (ow thy Vineyard 
with Divers Seeds, Left the Fruat of thy See d and th, Vine- 
yard, be dented; and tov. 10, Thou (halt not Plough 
with an Ox and an Afs together 2? 

Anfw, To refolve chefe Que ftions, *rwill be neceflary, 
firft, to enquire in General into the reafon of chat 
creat number of troublefom Rures and Ceremonics, 
Lipos'd on the Narion 0° the Jews, and then of 
thete in particalar, Which che Querift mentions, As 
to the genera! reafon of ‘em, there are thefe fol- 
lowing opinions, firtt, thar “many or moft of ‘em were 
Arbitrary, and only impos'd on thac people by an abpolure 
Levtlator, as a Tryal and Exérctie of their obedience. 
Others think, thar the math Body otf thefe Ceremo- 
nies were fo orderd as 10 preferve ’em from Idoila- 
try, and in oppofition to the cuftoms of the Hea- 
thens round abour “em, fo as to keep ‘em ar the 
ercaceft diftance from them.. A third fort, nay which 
is ftrange, even fome of thofe who held the former 
opinion, do think that many, things were indulg’d 
‘em, in Compliance with the cuftonis ‘of the Narsons, a 
lirtle being granted, for the hardne(s of their Hearts, 
for fear they fhou’d take all, and enuirely degenerate 
into Idolarry. There’s a qth, who make all myfte- 
rv, and fignificaive either of: fomrhing moral or 
naural Truths, as generally Fofepbus, Philo, wich the 
Plaronizing Jews, and fome of the fathers ; or ‘elfe 
typical of our Saviour and the time of the Gofpel, 
as many of the fame good Fathers, and fome mo- 
dern Commenrarors, Hf ir may not be chought im- 
mode(t co give our own opinion, ftanding upon the 
fhoulders of many Gyants, we muft beg your leave 
to exprefs ic in this following-mabiéte And firft, we 
can’c agree with che firft, becaule, no wife Prince 
or Lepiflacor, will chuic to burden his people with 
many troublefom and unnectflary’ Laws, only to try 
his power and thetr oredience’; which wou'd be ve- 
ry likely to make “ens retufe their obedience, even m 
fych things as are juft and agreeable to reafon, Ab- 
fes was undoubtedly fuch anBrince and ‘Legffator, 
and yer more, had fo paflionate a Tenderneéfs ‘and 
Concern for his people, that for their fakes he ever 
wilhes his own name firuck out of the Book of Life: 
This fuppofing ‘fs only direéed by God in the La-' 
tion of thofe Laws, bute he feems further to have had 
moft of ‘em immediately injpird, as well as the leatt 
circumitances in the ‘Tabernacle, and thea ir holds a 
majori, for tho jar be true,.1f taken in a found (ence, 
thac God may, do whar he pleafes, yet ‘as certain he 
is never pleagd to do any thing bur what 1s j4#, may, 
What 43 be and moft tuitable co his own perfediions; 
mae of Which perfecions ir as thar he can do toching 
thave 4, or contrary either:to Reajon, or Goodaeis. 
As a punifhmenr, ‘tis crue, he might give ‘em yet 
that were not good, that is, dome particular Rites ‘an 
Ceremonies for them, on fone accounts and for fome 
temporary veafons, to be hereafrer examin d, aad, chat 
will tall under the fecondreafon affign’d for their Jae 
pofition, that “twas done 10’. opposirian tu the cufioms of 
the Heathea Nations round.abour ‘em, ana indeed of 
all the world, which wasat flac sme generally loft 1m 
Idolatry, Which ieems to be made geod by the fre- 
quem Injanéions given unco “em not fo do after tbe 
manner of the Nations near ‘em, or of chole an, Se 
Lord had deftroy‘d before "em, 8 the fame yer more V eke 
ly appears by a particular Bxamidation of many of « wid 
hass, which how arbitrary foever they fem, it may S¢ 


made very probable tharerhey had their Koun/ sition ard 
formal reafin, in che Opp Grron of fame noters>: Bt) 54) 
and for the moii parc idolarrous rice amony rhe Hea 
then, and char perhzps in tome calés which woe in 
thealelves  inasfjerent and inmcent as in che manner ¢ 
fhaving, Fringes, end the itke. And if rlish ornited:. 
Ab lecais utterly to overthwaw the therd obtrion, te Gra 
indulg @ the Iraclites fome certain ulages even in Ss 
credg, I Complyance with the fuperfisrous cuflome of 
the Nations, and even after their Inventions, giving en 
fomething, leaft they fhould take ail, as in part ; uigr. 
they initance in the Waters of Fealoul, which che 
Icarned men are of opinion the Jews had the anc: 
Ordeal ot other Nations, and fo Prophefies, Oracles, and 
the like, Which, tay. they, were permed "em to py 
vent their running to Coniwers and “Sowthfavers, apd 
turning wholly off-co Idolatry, Bur rhis opinion fcems 
to us Sy NO INeans either sree or rafieral, Nav, it has 
dangerous conlequences with ir, very de¥ogarcry to the 
wifdom of God, aad, ever concrary.to the fitd reafon 
aflipn’s for their linpotition, tho talline in wich the firft. 
as much as tt feems co conrradict it: The confequerce: 
are, that granting this, “we fhan’t know.» here ion ftov, 
for If jome of the Jewish Sacreds, were frou the Hea. 
then, Egypuans and the like, how thal! we know they 
Were not all thence, confequently onli caf by M4 tes 
as fome dream, trom the feveral (dperstiromy be bat 
been acquainted with; if fo, what becomes of Sinus, 
and Divine Revelation? Nay, this wou'd }* to fend 
Gods own choien people to learm (uch Rates of werthip- 
ping him, as either Satan himfelt-or his Prictls invent. 


‘ 


- ed, wou'd infallidly harden the d/aers in their Brrog, 


and incline the. Jews co fall off co tem ‘for alrogerher, 
whea they face ,cheir. worfhip fa much alike; which 
they were to0 ready todo cyeu withoar eccafon, as in 
the cafe of the. Golden Calfe.. We favethen, as fo thot 
ufages which they hadan. common oicdrahe ileathen: 
as Temples, Altars, Sactifiges, and. many others, much 
the fame chat, gur @ivines apiwer- rosthe Papifr, and 
others, when they abjeé that our Common iraver was 
taken our of thet: Jts/s- Books ca them «he reply’d, thar 
wich more re.fun it may be afhirm’d theistMafs- Sook was 
taken out of our Common-Prayer, that isyiodegenerated 
from the anthene Liturgys, and we rcfotming aiter the 
primitive patter is,cou'd not bur have. fome things ‘Com- 
mon with ‘em, becaufe they had nog Jefead! wlicly they 
had receiv'd from antiquity, fo here the Heathen Nas 
tions had preicry'd fome tootleps.of the trac ancient 
traditinary Religion which they had geceiv'd from the’ 
Sons of Noah, as Altars, Sacrifiwes, and the ke; tho they 
had loft the main of ic, and were now gener2iiy funk 
in Blindnefs and Error : The Law of Adof2s was a (fort of 
a Refortration trom this Cathelick Idslatry, «x. herein Ged" 
did not ‘think fit to rejedf all the ametent ujagesy as abus’d 
by the Nations, but conunu’d fuch‘as were Ot truc Vrds 
mitive Antiquity, evcn among his own. people, Reforming 
from their absfe, not cotally abolifhing ihe wery we of 
them. Nor dots this any more congadict the iecond 
opinion, than it dods. the laft, viz., Thoje mpdierses which’ 
many think arée touche under the old Law, woe char we 
believe it can be made appear, chacewery.parsoular thang,’ 
every Pia, or Naif, or knop, or Flawer ta che, Tabernacles 
was fo big with yniiery, as th. Pabhing, ape fome athitis 
fancy, but don’t feem ro us fo much as piplaahy co prove 


ic: Nor yee thar there were any Plafical mileys an the’ 


Temple Serwice, as chaethe Caudle(fick and is Branches 
fhou’d repretent che San and the ochet Plancts.a: Fafephus 
ans feverabothers wourd periuate UGMereby ke isning the 
Gravity and natural decency of thofe marters, by ended- 
vou , omimodaue rem and): 

vouring aye apc ngrrecaidet, PEO cha thea: and) fle 
upfarhy and Wn fitligies Of the Grecrans, and ovheg 
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Heathens, which ac che highelt cou’d be no older then 


loola, 


oie 
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Volatry, tho moft of ‘cm much yeunger 5 whereas the 
true Traditionary worfisp, which made up the maif of 
the Fewifh Sacrifices, Alrars, and the like, was 2s ald as 
the World. But che miseries of the Jews fervice, we 
are apt to believe were parily moral, partly evangelical. 
The moral+generally im the Ceremonies, and matters of 
leUer saoment, in many of which, befides their primary 
and dire& tendency to oppofe, and root out the Idolatry of 
the Mcathens, there feems co be fome moral Lejfin alfo 
included, being a forc of an Hedge to the Moral Law, as 
the Rabbies fay of their Traditions. Thus for Example, 
the Law, “Thou fhale not feeth a kid mm its mothers milk, 
as ‘tis mot improbable that ‘twas given in oppofition to 
fome Idolatrous cuflom chen in force, fo ‘tis very likel 
that they were befides thar, thereby caution’d again 
Cruelty, of which the Fews had need enough, as the 
(ame by ics Siler. Law, of not raking the old Brrd and her 
young together, and feveral others of the fame nature. AS 
for Evangelical Mifteries, thoas before, we can‘c believe, 
of at leaft han‘r yer feen ir fairly prow’d, that every little 
curcumflance in the old Law was referr‘d to its Antitype 10 
the mew, yet ic feems plain from the Scriptures them- 
fe ives that the main and chief parts of the Tabornack-wor- 
fhip, had a higher and a deeper fence, and a prophetical 
Reference ro that Tabernacle which the Lord patched, and 
rot man, being defign‘d to thadow our to the Jews, the 
greatelt and moft neceflary Traths of theGofpel,particular- 
ly tn the bloody facrifices of the Law, efpecially rhe Paffover, 
whach none, we think can reafonably deny to have been a mft 
lively reprefentation of thegreat facrifice of the Gofpel, in the 
Death of our Holy Saviour the Lamb flain from the 
Foundation of the World, asthe Apoftle himfelf arpuct. 
Apa, in the Mincha, or Rread-Offering, which we til 
render meat.offering, and which is more then once fliled 
the mot Lily of ali che offerings of the Lord, we think 
‘cwall hardly be deny*g but there was ah evident Type 
ot that unWoody facrifier, of the Euchariff, as the Fathers 
often call it, which indeed was one of rhe moft antienc 
facrifices, being offer'd by Melcbizedec, and perhaps by 
Abel. Nor doesthis mifterious fignification amd ixtention 
of fome pare of the Law, whereby ‘twas in a ftriG fence, 
a /.hool-mafler to lead 19 Chri}, any way concradi& that 
other re(pedt and reference already mention‘d, namely the 
eppolitsom to Idolatry and prewentson of it, Buc rather mag- 
nifics Gods wifdom, in framing an Inffrwment to ferve 
for fo many noble wes, But enough of the natute and 
reafon ot thefe Laws in general, tho not more then ne- 
cctlury, becaufe all the parricular imftanees in the quefti- 
ons .efore us wil hereoy be more caftiycleared. AS 
well as many ochers of the fame nature, and as to the 
frft: The woman fhall noc wear that which pertainerh 
(0 «man, (7, The learned and accurate Dr. Spencer, 
1s of opimon thar ic ows its rife to the prevention of a 
very antient fuperftition among the Heathen, whereby 
focy as immodesly as unnaturally chang’d their Gar- 
Meats, a mam taking that of a woman, and vice ver/4, 
40 their Edolatrous worfhip; and that this was the 
cuftom among the antient Heathens, is notorious to 
any who is acquainted with their faereds. DMaimonides, 
thus explains the Law, who indeed is the chief defen- 
der of this way of Interpretation, and for that reafon 
the foremention’d Learned perfon makes great ule of 
him on thele fubjetts. "Tis written, fays that Rabbi,in 
a Magical Book, “ thatthe man muft put on the we 
: mars wabit, when he ftands betore the Star, or Idol 
Of Venus, art the woman the Helmet, and Armour 
. of a man, when fhe flands before the Star, or Idol of 

Mars+ which * is probable they were order‘d to do, 
hecaufe their Gods were olten A rmophr odites, a Deus 
Sims, aml Male.Venus being not rarely found among ft 
‘em; betides, in thefe difguies they were fitter for 
other lewd Ceremonies of their fui/om Religiox. And 
this luterpretation is-confirm‘d by the word abomina- 
fron, by which title this cuftom is call‘d, and as a 
Commenrator has obferv‘d upon the place, chat word 
is gewerally caken in the Scriptures for /dolatry. 

The second qyeftion admits much the fame anfwer, 
none others that are given (erming fufficient, that the 
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Vineyard was forbid te be fown with Divers Seeds, to 
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prevent Covetoufnels, or an overlarge Increafe, oy 
getting the ground out of Heart and the tike, which 
are either miftaken fuppofitions, cr not much to the 
purpofe, more probable ‘tis, as the forenam‘d Rabs 

as oblerv'd, that this alfo was ah /dolatrous and M3. 
gical rite, (for thofe were almoft always joyn‘d) or 
Ceremony of the foremention‘d worfhip, whereby 
they hoped to procure a plentiful Aurve/P.  Seldeg 
tells us, fome of the Greeks were wont to {acrifice a 
fort of a Leuten olla-podrida to Bacchus and Mercury, 
made of all forts ot Seeds boil‘d together, and other 
Nations did the fame both of Seeds and Fruits, to 
Pan, Pomona, Ceres, &. and perhaps the Cornu-copia as 
well as Garlands, were Religious, and Offered to the 
Gods. 

3. For the 34, Deut. 22, 10. Thou fault nor ploweh with 
an Oxe and an Afs together. Here Dr. Spencer leaves 
Maimonides, who is of opinion, as well as moft of the 
Rabbies, that the intention of the Law was to prevent 
unnainral mixtures; the fame with that, Lev. 19. 19. a5 
well as that other, that ‘twas becaufe of the inequaliry 
of their ftrength. And a third, that it had a myfterious 
or fymbolical meaning, to prevent the Fews from mn. 
riages with ftrange Nations ; and is ftill for the old 
reaion; that ‘twas fome Magical or Idolatrous rite, 
that's here oppos‘d and torbidden, which is probable 
enough, (tho he brings no proof tor‘t either from an. 
tients Ox moderns) becaufe ‘tis placed among feve- 
ral Laws of the fame Nature, but tho that fhou‘d hold, 
the opinion of its fymbotical meaning docs not fan, 
and we confefS we are of Bockarts Opinion, anct inclin*d 
to believe that it had fome fuch intention, from the 
very fame word us‘d by the Apoftle, to prevent une- 
qual marriages or converle among Chriftians, 1.4 €]¢- 
Olu ysiTess be ye not unequally yok*d with Unhelievers, 
The fame word us‘d by the Seventy, to craaflate the 
Hebrew wordhere. Aster the Dottors obicétion, that 
thefe marriages were fafficiently and plainty forbid in 
Other places, which needed not repetition here, we 
may fay the fame or more ot Cruelty, which is plointy 
enough forbid in the 6 Commandment, and other 
places, and yet has a fymbolical prohibition in the 
inftances betore mention‘d, to which add that the! 
heathen-marriages were a crime too frequent with 
the Jews, and the original of great mifchief among, 
‘em, , 
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Abdverctifements. 


&3. There is lately publifht a very particular account 
of the LIFE of the QUEEN, during her Refidence ix 
Holland, being —-—-A COLLECTION of FUNE- 
RAL ORATIONS pronounc d by publick Authority 
upon her Majefties Death, by Dr. Fames Perizonius, Pro- 
feflor of Eloquence, Hiftory and the Greek Tongue, is 
Leyden, Dr. George Grevius, Profeflor of Theology in 
VUsrecht, and feveral other Learned men.——— [n this 
COLLECTION is inferted——- That Excellent ME- 
THOD her Majefiy obferved in Reading the Holy 
Scriptures—The manner how fhe fpent EVERY DAY 
in the weck-——— Some extraordinary Inftances of her 
conjugal fidelity.—Her Conference with the Fnglifh 
Ainbafladour at the Hague. ——-Many divine, mors! and 
political expreffions, as atfeveral times, and on feveral 
occafions they were delivered by her With other 
Remarkable Paffages in her LIFE and DEATH not hi- 
therto made publick.————-7he mhole setejPed by tkofe Ree 
verend and Honourable pexfans that attended upor. ber. Price 
25.6 d. There is already publibta FUNERAL 
ORATION upon the Queens Death, pronounc‘c by 
publick Authority in the Aja! of the mo /fuftrioms 
States, upon the day of the Roya Odjeguies, March 5. 
1695. by the Learned SPANA EI Vi US, ¢ who 
had frequent accefS to her: Majefy whilft the lived in 
Holland), ‘This is Printed in 410, to bind up with tke 
forcmentionged COLLECTION, 
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